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1996 SUBSCRI PTI ONS

This is absolutely the last rem nder. Please check your cheque book stubs
etc. or phone Jacko WIIliams 882206 Harare.

MASHONALAND BRANCH ACTI VI TI ES

Quti ngs
1. Mikuvisi Wodl ands: Sunday 5th May and 2nd June 1996. Meet at Paget Road
entrance at 7.00 a.m There will be a vehicle guard in attendance.

2. Lake Chivero Bird Sanctuary Sunday 12th May and 9th June 1996. Meet at
Mar i nha Shoppi ng Centre at 7.00 a.m

Sat urday Afternoons
1. 16th May 1996. Lyndhurst Farm  Wodl and, grassland and waterfowl . Meet
at Queensdal e Shopping Centre on Chirenba Rd (Wddeconbe Rd) 2 p. m

2. 22nd June 1996. Kut saga Research Station. A new area waterfow and
grassl and birds. Meet at Hatfield Shops on Queensway (Airport Rd) at 2
p. m

Sunday Quti ngs

1. 26th My 1996. Marvel farm (28.5 km peg) Donboshawa Rd. Meet at T.A
Mot ors opposite Sam Levy's Village Borrowdale Rd at 7.00 a. m

2. 30th June 1996. Harare Botanic Gardens. Meet at 7.00 a.m in car park.
There will be a vehicle guard.




Eveni ng Meeti ngs

Thur sday eveni ng

1. 16th May 1996. David Rockingham G111 will speak on Inportant Bird Areas
and African Waterfow Census. Venue: Alexandra Sports Club 6.30 p.m
between Prince Edward/ Bl aki ston Streets. Cash bar avail abl e.

2. 20th June 1996. Gavin Ford wll speak on ‘Quides and the Tourist
Industry’. Venue: Al exandra Sports Club. Tinme 6 for 6.30 p.m Cash bar
avai |l abl e.

EASTERN DI STRI CTS BI RD CLUB

Chai r man: M K. Dixon 62882 Mitare

Recor der: M A B (Tony) Curtis 60281 Mutare

Quti ngs

Saturday 11th May 1996. G ange Road, dd Mitare 2 p.m

Sunday 26th May 1996. Fern Val | ey, Crake Vall ey 6.30 a. m

Sat urday 8th June 1996. Miutare Tiger's Kl oof 2 p.m

Sunday 30th June 1996. Dorowa M neral s 6.00 a. m

The group assembles at the Museum in Aerodrone Road at the time stated. It

is always advi sable to check on arrangenents by ringing Ken or Tony.

On previous visits to Dorowa we have been joined by QAZ nenbers from other
ar eas. Once again we would be delighted to neet anyone interested at the
M ne entrance at about 7.00 a.m  However, please let us know if you intend
to conme as we nmay well be offered lunch as in the past and a fairly accurate
figure is required in advance.

MATABELELAND BRANCH

Quti ngs
Sunday 19th May 1996: Chi p- Chase area, Dougl asdale. Warren Goodwi n is busy
building a home in this area and forecasts plenty of birds. This will be a

norning only outing, for details and directions contact the Chairman. Tel.
42474,
Sunday 16th June 1996: Nyanandhl ovu and beyond. W have been invited to the
St. Janes Mssion area and can hopefully find plenty of birds along the
Graai River. Meet at the Falls Road Garage at 7.00 a.m bringing |unch.
Al SLEBY
This continues to produce excellent sightings, Peter Tucker photographed a
Nort hern Wheatear in January, and good views of Spotted Crake were had this
month (March). Dates and Co-ordi nators are:

Dat e Coordi nator  Tel ephone
Sunday 26th May T English 45688 Meet at boom at 7 a.m
Saturday 29th June Penny Feat her 44034 Meet at boom at 2.30 p.m

Pl ease note the change to afternoon outings in June.



Eveni ng Meeti ngs
Friday 3rd May: Video Evening. Two videos “Vanpires of WIf Island and
“Night Hunters — OMs”. Venue: 3 Bouchier Way Avenue Hillside at 8 p.m
Contact Barbara Cromar for further details. Tel ephone 41983.
Friday 7th June: ldentification “Potpourri”. A mxture of Identification
problems with hands on specimens and brief video sequences plus silhouettes
and calls. Contact Martin Smith for further information or if you would
like to participate. Venue: 3a Hol dengarde Avenue Hillside at 8 p.m
Fromthe Chairnan
A brief dry spell in wet February enabled us to have our AGM outside, rather
a relief as 36 plus bodies would have failed to fit in our lounge. Plenty
of discussion took place especially in connection with the Atlas, a
resolution being passed demanding to know of progress. Further to this
forward novenent has been nade and hopefully we will hear a positive report
of progress at the National AGM El ections saw the retiring Conmittee being
voted in for another year. Hopefully we can continue to organise an
attractive programme, if you have any suggestions for evening neetings or
know of venues for future outings, please do contact us.

Good birding. Martin Smth

Sua Pan, Nata, Botswana 24t h-—28th May 1996
A trip is planned to visit Sua Pan to coincide with the flamngo breeding
there. For further details contact Penny Feather. Tel 44034 Bul awayo.

M DLANDS BRANCH

Co-ordinator: M B WBeekes P O Box 55 Shurugw 152-6422

Kwekwe Sebakwe Poort Weekend Saturday 31st August and 1st Septenber 1998
Peopl e do canp at the Poort which is a National Trust site, but there are no
facilities whatsoever. Canping is available at Sable Park, about 20 km from
the Poort. Ablution facilities are available here but otherw se you nust be
conpletely self-sufficient. There are several breeding pairs of Black
Storks resident at the Poort. In the past two seasons the Storks have not
bred successfully due to the drought conditions causing |ow water |evels and
poor food supply. Hopefully this year food supplies will be better. Peak
breeding period is June/July, so hopefully by early Septenber the young wll
be new y fl edged.

Further details to follow

Shurugwi Princess Farm weekend 12th and 13th Cctober 1996 Details later.

REPORTS

1. National Annual GCeneral Meeting 29th-30th March 1996. Mare Dam Nyanga.
On Friday evening Darryl Plowes spoke very interestingly on Southern Sudan.
Forty nenbers attended the neeting on Saturday afternoon; they cane from as
far afield as Bul awayo, Shurugwi, Masvingo, Felixburg and Harare as well as
Mut are and Juliasdale. Various subjects were



covered including an update report on the Zinmbabwe Bird Atlas. The neeting
was followed by a delicious tea. Thanks to the |adies who organised it.
There was a social braai later in the evening. A very pleasant weekend was
had by all who attended.

2. Mashonal and

Thursday 15th February 1996. There was a good turn out for the talk and
slide show by Geoff Lowe on a recent trip to Etosha Ganme Reserve. Starting
with a route map detailing the roads and their condition, Ceoff travelled in
his Peugeot and described his various stopovers and the facilities
avai |l abl e. His slides of animals and birds were excellent, from the snall
Red- capped Lark to the larger Northern Bl ack Korhaan. Many of the birds he
saw al so appear in Zinbabwe |oweld. O the other birds the Sociable Waver

attracted great interest. Thanks Ceoff for a nost informative evening.
Sybi| Duncanson

3. Eastern Districts Bird Cub

a. Saturday 10th February 1996. OSBORNE Dam

It was obviously the place to be that warm dry afternoon as not only were
EDBC out in nunbers —6 - but also nmany of the districts prom nent people.
In fact in the first hour there were nore hunans than birds seen. The water
level is rising steadily - one figure given was 50 cm per day - but it wll
take a long tinme before the avian popul ation increases significantly.

49 species were recorded in tw hours, one of the first being a Violet-eared
Waxbill. \Waterbirds were few seeningly unaware they were being counted for
the World WIdfow Survey. There were 16 Wite-breasted Cornorants and 1
Reed Cornorant, a African Darter, 10 African Black Duck, 2 Wite-faced
Ducks and 2 Egyptian Gose guarding the Tower House and the bit of shoreline
visible had only 3 Commobn Sandpi per. In the woodl and on the M Jenya shore
the usual small birds were seen plus a Jacobin Cuckoo. Fanmiliar Chats were
fairly common as were Spotted Flycatcher. On the return journey we visited
Qdzani where Thick-billed Waver and Southern Red Bishop were seen anpbng
others. The dramatic changes of |ight and brooding clouds took much of our
attention. Ken Di xon

b. Sunday 28th February 1996. DOROM M ne.
This was the 14th day in a row it had rained in Muitare - the previous day
rain disrupted my Waterfow Survey at Cynara, it rained overnight and at

5.30 aa.m was still raining but there was no thought of nmissing the trip to
Dor owa.

The usual hospitality was evident and Eric Bowker visiting his forner work
place arrived to guide us on our survey. It was now dry and we identified

birds on the Bowing G een —a Wagtail and a Pale Flycatcher anong others.
W heard two Thrush Nightingales and saw an African Purple Swanphen
scratching about outside the fence like a donmestic hen! W watched a
Eur asi an Hobby chasing sone swifts. Going to the wet areas we saw Magpie
Shrike and Lesser Grey Shrike and then a Great Spotted Cuckoo, a first for
many with superb views th at rest and in flight. At the large reed
fringed dam there were nunerous birds and a Little Bittern flew past. On
the dried out, rehabilitated sline pan were Buffy Pipit and |larks.
Mechani cal



trouble and rain caused a prenmature halt and after a cursory glance at the
airstrip which produced bedraggl ed Red-breasted Swall ows and |ots of Crowned
Lapwi ngs we returned to the club house for a delicious lunch for which we

must thank Hr Mfuki dse and staff. 81 species were seen anongst plenty of
excitement. Ken Di xon

c. Saturday 9th March 1996. PENHALONGA - St Augustine’s.

The previous Sunday |'d spent tinme on the Hurrell’'s farm serenaded by dozens
of WIllow Warblers rehearsing for their European breeding season. Now i n
contrast it was disappointingly quiet, humd and still, so we had to hunt.
Most time vwas spent in scrub and rocks below the Mssion usually a good
area, but our attention was nostly directed upwards as a series of birds of
prey passed over. Martin and three of ny students seened to |locate these at
will but identifying them was another matter. The goi ng becane rougher and
eventually we wended our way down the river where Thick-billed Wavers were
at their nests and the waterfall revealed a pair of Muntain Wagtail. Qur
return journey consisted of a Mlaw an traditional dancer being pursued by
10Cs of children through Redwing Mne and plenty of Horus Swifts on the
slime pits. A pleasant few hours but only 43 species. Ken Di xon

4. Mat abel el and.

a. SENTINEL Ranch - February 22nd-25th.

A small group of enthusiasts travelled to the Ranch for the half term
weekend. Driving into the setting sun proved hazardous with interesting
scenery and tantalising glinmpses of unusual birds testing the cars
suspension and occupants nerves over unseen potholes. The canp is sited on
the Linpopo in the shade of |arge sycanore figs —very inducive to a restful
at nosphere. Birding was frustrating in dense riverine vegetation filled
with WIlow Warbl ers which did not appear and sil houetted canopy feeders.
Despite this we had good views of Marsh Warblers, Collared Sunbird, Speckled
Mousebird, Ashy Flycatchers and Red-faced G sticolas. W viewed a
Verreaux’s Eagle nest site in a Baobab tree; one of only a few tree nests
known. We travell ed inland bouncing over kopjies in a Landrover to view a
partially excavated dinosaur and we birded at a nearby pan which was
beautiful, studded with lilies and overshadowed by Kipling’ s fever trees.
There were a variety of waders and a Hadeda Ibis probing the nud. Back at
canp v learned of the |atest oxpecker research from a Canbridge Ph. D
student .

Birds (and donkeys) were caught in mst nets; colour banded and bl ood
sanpl es taken. Field observations and |ab genetic data would he used to
work out family relationships and investigate cooperative breeding. It was
a stinulating talk, which revealed how many questions remain unanswered
about our avifauna.

Qur trip ended with a stop at an Alpine Swift breeding site —one of a few
known in Southern Africa —no swifts were seen but plenty of evidence was
found bel ow. Qur thanks to Colin Bristow and the Pells for a nenorable
weekend. Martin Smith

b. Crcular Drive/H LLSIDE Danms —17th March 1996.
This proved a nost rewarding outing close to town. A stroll through dew
soaked grass produced not only wet feet but a variety of birds.



A group of Neddicky stuttered in gun-like fashion whilst overhead an African
Goshawk called. Back at ground level Little Bee-eaters hawked insects and a
party of Bronze Mannikins foraged for seeds. Up the watercourse to Northway
dam Southern Red Bishops, teal and Wite-faced Duck were present and a
Br own- backed Honeybird was mobbed by Rattling Cisticola. W returned via
nore open ground to Lanbert Porter’s property with a tally of 59 species.
Martin Smth

5. Mdl ands.
Moyo Ranch, Redcliff Nyi ka Dam 9 & 10th March 1996
W started about 7.30 a.m and saw Southern Yellow billed Hornbills, Three-
banded Plover and LBJs. The Harare people arrived and we drove to Benbezaan
Ri ver and saw Wiite-fronted Bee—eaters and heard African Gey Hornbills. On
our return we flushed a Black Crake and two Common Mborhens. On the
opposite bank of Nyika was a pair of Witer Thick-knees and Bl acksmith
Lapw ngs. W were unable to drive below the spillway so had to go right
round and in doing so we saw four Steppe Buzzards and a \Wahl berg’s Eagl e.
On our return we found the M dl ands nenbers had arrived.
In the rondavels roof there were Lesser Striped Swallows nests but Wite-
runped Swifts were the occupants.
After lunch on the other side of the farm we saw a nelanistic Ovanbo
Sparrowhawk and a Bl ack-throated Canary. On our return we wal ked on the dam
wal | and saw a colony of White-fronted Bee-eaters and an African Fish-eagle
eating a fish. In the evening we heard an African Scops-ow and a Barn OM .
On Sunday norning | awoke late and on arrival at canp heard that a Spotted
Eagl e-owl and Pearl-spotted OM et had been flushed. W went for a drive to
find Violet-eared Waxbills without success and then went on to see sone
ruins on the next farm where we heard an African Paradise-flycatcher and
saw Lilac-breasted Rollers. On our return we saw a fermale Violet-backed
Starlings and Cape dossy Starling in flight.
As we were about to leave the ranch we saw a Bateleur soaring above us.
Gordon Conway (11 years)
At Moyo we had a good turn out of 15 with Jacko, Deborah, Tony and Brian
from Harare, the Wlkins famly from Masvingo, Margaret Parrock from Kadona.
The total species seen was 134. B. Beekes

6. BI RDI NG Bl G DAY 1996.

There were 35 teans conpeting in what was a great fun day enjoyed by all.
Thanks to all OAZ nmenbers who offered their services as “identifiers” but
ended up as team nenbers as there was no call for “identifiers”.

Ferdi Couto’'s team cane first with 206 species. Jacko WIlliam s team was
second with 145 species. Dave Gay s teamwas 3rd with 139 speci es.

The beneficiaries were Mikuvisi Wyodl ands  Envi ronnent al Educati on,
Mavur adonha Canpfire Project, Mkonde Canpfire Project and QAZ bird-hide at
Lake Chivero. Each received $6000.

The bird-hide is already under construction and will also he used for
education for school groups. Many thanks to all involved.

There are plane in the pipeline for a national Birding Big Day next year.




TAl L FEATHERS

1. Speci al Species Survey Grds. Pl ease send in cards both old and new
to Tracey Couto with special enphasis on breeding. If you do not have any
breeding records still send in your cards. Cards are obtainable from

Onithology Unit, Departnent of National Parks & WIdlife Mnagenent, P O
Box BE 60, Bel vedere.

2. Bird Carcasses. M Sanga of the Harare Museumrequires bird carcasses
to inprove the collection. Road casualties etc. Do not go out and shoot
bi rds.

3. O ni thol ogi cal Congr ess. Anyone interested in attending in Al bany,

Australia on 5th —9th Cctober 1996 contact Jacko WIliams 14 Harare Drive
Greystone Park, P O Borrowdal e.

4. Bi rd Ri nging.

Here are sone letters received either by Safring, Cape Town University or
Pretoria Zoo, according to instructions on the ring.

i. From an Ugandan resi dent who had found a ringed swal |l ow.

“Today | found a bird wearing an advertisenent for your zoo.”

ii. Ringed birds have even led to diplomatic intervention - as denonstrated
by the “saga of the mad priest”. In an independent state to the north, a
South African ringed Barn OM wandered into a church, whereupon the Parish
priest made approaches to the S A Trade Counsellor claimng conpensation for
damages to the church by the “South African OM” - According to the reverend
gentl eman, the ow had eventually been recaptured - with great difficulty -
after a full week in the <church, during which tine it had caused
consi derabl e damage to paints, seats, w ndows and so on. It was |ater
established that the gentlenman of the cloth was being econonmical with the
truth, the main damage having been caused when he went after the oW with a
shot gun | oaded with buckshot and ventilating the roof in the process.

iii. A resident of Gauteng wote this letter. “Dear Curator - Further to
the instructions on the enclosed ring, | am informng you of the
circunstances surrounding the denise of your pigeon. At 5.30 a.m today
this bird along with several others, was observed feloniously destroying
crops in a Byanston garden. Between that tine and 7 a.m several birds
were shot, this one anong them The ring was noticed anbng the dead and the
bird kept aside for close inspection. It was in wonderful condition, very
fat, and is at the nonent soaking in a special marinade prior to joining us
for Sunday lunch. | look forward to neeting some nore of these magnificent
birds in identical circunmstances to those pertaining today. Your s

faithfully and Happy Christnmas, Pigeon Lover”

Tail Tail Feathers

Peter from Bul awayo visited his cousin Fred in Kariba. Fred suggested a
birdwatching trip to the Zanbezi River. Peter donned his best N kes. “Why
are you wearing those smart takkies?” asked Fred. “In case we conme across
lions” replied Peter. Bush-wi se Fred snmiled and said “Don’'t he silly man,
you will never run faster than a lion, even in those smart takkies’. “
don’t have to run faster than a lion” said Peter wisely “I just have to run
faster than you”.




HARARE Garden Bird Survey

The present Garden Bird Survey was initiated by Sally Perrett in 1984. In
July 1996 it will have been running for 12 years. | have now started on an
analysis of the past 12 results to see, ampngst other things, if there has
been any change in the bird life during that tine, and to conpare these
findings with those of Richard Brook’s in 1962, who in turn conpared his

findings with those of Marshall during the 1890s. It will take time to
conmplete but certain trends are already noticeable. Among them are:
Cuckoos. The 3 commpnest cuckoos are the Diderick Cuckoo, Levaillant’'s
Cuckoo and Kaas's Cuckoo in that order. Klaas’s Cuckoo is the first to
appear, being heard from late Septenber, but by Decenber is silent. Wy ?
Is it anything to do with its hosts? Irwin gives breeding records from
Septenber to April. The Diderick CQuckoo usually egpears in early Cctober
and remains throughout the sumrer. The Levaillant’'s Cuckoo cones in COctober
or Novenber and stays until at |east April. Its usual host is the Arrow

mar ked Babbler for which Irwin (1981) gives breeding records throughout the
year.

G ossy Starlings. Neither the Geater Blue-eared Starling nor the M onbo
Bl ue—eared Starling is very common in Harare gardens. Alex Masterson, just
off the Avondale Ridge, has reported the Geater Blue-eared Starling fairly
regularly, but there are few records el sewhere. Only a single record of the
M onbo Blue—eared Starling has been nmade, although it is comon enough in
the district, even as close as Chi shawasha.

Spar r ows. Both House Sparrow and Southern G ey-headed Sparrows occur, and
their nunbers appear to be approxinmately equal. But very few gardens report
both species: the Southern Gey-headed Sparrow seems to favour over half a
hectare, while the House Sparrow i nhabits the smaller gardens.

Sout hern Red Bishop. In 1964 Richard Brooks wote Birds Round Salisbury,
Then and Now. This species has recently declined in nunbers due to drainage

and building and excessive interference wth their nesting colonies.

Whet her this does account for its decline is debatable. It is not a conmon
garden bird, but there is still considerable wet habitat in Harare.
However, the recent series of drought years has certainly drastically
affected its nunbers. Sybi | Duncanson, living near a vlei in G eendale,

reported that during the wet summer of 1984/85 they canme to her feeding tray
in nunbers, but that she stopped feeding when it seenmed they were getting
sufficient food in the vlei. After the end of the rains she recomenced
feedi ng and agai n had nunbers of Red Bi shops.

My own experience is the corollary of this. There was a small dam near ny
house in Chisipite, where the Southern Red Bishops apparently found
sufficient food; but after the drought of 1990/91, their food supply mnust
have been exhausted, and ny feeding tray was usually crowded with them
They did not reappear the following sumrer, and the dam dried up.
Apparently they are very dependant on wet conditions.

R M Harwi n



